xa 1.0 hs, Ks: 


— 1 


er . 0 


—_— 


R 2 
ien G 9970 - 20 


2 O N D O N, 


inted for J. Stephens, at the Hand and 
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HIS Sermon was conpos'd on 
Fg Occaſion of taking the Oaths 
7 tothe Government, at theKing's 
f/ coming to the Crown, and 

SSESY) preach'd at Cairfax Church in 
Oxford inthe Time of the Rebellion,and ſoon 
after, before that Univerſity at St. Mary's. 

The Doctrine and Truths contain'd in it, 
are ſuch as tend to preſerve a conſciencions 
Submiſſion to, and Acquieſcenſe in our pre- 
ſent happy Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State ;, which I hope will be thought a ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for the publiſhing it at this 
Time, when ſo many, by Slander and Lyes, 
defame its ſupreme Governor, and by trea- 
ſonable Libels would ſtir up deſperate Ene- 
mies againſt him; tho" theſe very Men are 
under the ſtrongeſt Ties of Nature and Reli- 
gion, to obey the preſent Government ; and 
have often vow'd, ſworn, and engag'd them- 
ſelves with reiterated Oaths, to ſupport the 
Perſon, Crown, and Dignity of his preſent 
Majeſiy. 

220 indeed, conſidering we live in a 
Proteſtant Country, where we are allow'd 
the free Uſe of the Scriptures, which ſo evi- 
dently and abundantly enjoin Obedience to 
the ſupreme Powers of the States we live 
under; I can ſee no Excuſe for their not 
obeying for Conſcience Sake, who read and 
believe them : Aud "twould be very ſurpris- 
ng, if the DoGrines of our Church, tehich 


Have 


P R E F A GE 
have been thought by ſome to have extended 
even 40.4 tame Submiſſion to 4 
Pomer, ſbould not be inſufficiqnt a 
un to 4 dutiful Submiſſion to \fo j 
lawful 4 one, which qbliges 1s $0 nothi 
but to tive under Lows mad iy Ser 02 
Conſent, which ſecure every one's Properyj, 
- enſlave no.one's Conſcience, invade no o'r 
Liberty. But when ſball either the des 
Miſchief of Fa@ion ceaſe, or our long d. 
vided Land have Reſt, if every peeviſ 
moody Malecantent can fret the abies 
ing Multitude into an Uproar, frighten then 
with cauſeleſs Dangers, and daily perphr 
their Minds with ſome fantaſtick pith 
Change. We are new already Hſe] with 
a Conſtitution the happieſt in the Univerſ 


all the Pres of al N 
radin 


each other, that nothing but Di 
can 5 1 j on as long 5 our 77 N 
ſettled, and we bave any. Regard left fr! 
28 Oaths, end 1655 3 Ha 5 
u long will our Conſtitution be ſafe ; 
. we are as various as our Climate, an 
ecome like thoſe Demoniacks in the Giſith 
whom no Cords of the moſt ſulemn En gast 
ments can bind; but we will break tht! 
the Laws of God and Man, which » 
made on Purpoſe to ſecure nt; our Fortuit 
will be afloat, and we muſt be entire | 
holden. to ſome undeſerv'd miraculous Pit 
of Providence, and not to our own pruden 
oneſt, and careful n or 85 Safe) 


| Ex66us XX. . 


tho galt nos rake the Name of the 

Lord thy God in Vain; for the Lord 
4 will not bold bim Guiltleſs that 
by taleth his Name in Vain. is 7 


FE 74 it Sin © forbid. in hel 
Words, the taking - God's 
. 0 Name in Vain, is by all a- 
| greed to be Perjury; for 
f * 1 in all the other Com- 

mandments, the Sin which is nam'd is 
not one of the loweſt, but of the chief 
Sins that relate, to that Head ; there 
is no Reaſon to think that vain or idle 
dwearing only ſhould be here meant, and 
not falſe Swearing alſo,whichis the high - 
et; and which was accounted, even by the 
Heathens, a Crime of that heinous Na- 
ure, as to bring down the W of 
| D- divine 


C43 :- 
divine Vengeance, not only on the guil- 
ty Perſons themſelves, but their Poſte. 
rity alſo, and the whole Nation to 
which they belong. How 'much then 
ought we to fear the incurring that 
Guilt, who are the Worſhippers of that 
one true God, who has ſo ſolemnly de. 
clar'd, that he will not hold him Guil- 
leſs that taketh bis Name in Vain, leſt 
Perjury and Falſhood ſhould ſo reign 2. 
mong us, as to provoke him to pluck up 
and deſtroy our perfidious and profane 
Nation, at leaſt make the Land mou 
by Reaſon of Oaths. As we therefore 
tender the publick Peace in Church n 
and State, as well as our own Peace 6 
of Mind and Conſcience, it behoves us WM"! 
all to endeavour to avoid this fatal Mo 
and. pernicious Vice, and not to tak 
God's Name in Vain; for the Lord, ſays 
my Text, will not bold him Guiltleſs 
that taketh his Name in Vain. In the 
handling which Words, I ſhall follow 
this Method: E 
Firſt, I will ſhew what an Oath is. 
Secondly, Prove, againſt its Opponents, 
that it is lawful for Chriſtians as well as 
2s. | 
Thirdly, That to take a falſe Oath, ot 
to break a true one, on any Account 
whatſoever, is a very grievous and cry 
ing Sin, and ſuch as calls * 
n ra 


; (3) 

Wrath of God on thoſe who are guilty 
of it. 8 PI tak 11 

Now, to ſwear, or take an Oath, is 
an Action in which we affirm or deny 
ſomething, and to confirm Men of the 
Truth thereof, we either expreſsly or 
implicitly call on God to witneſs that it 
is ſo, who is the firſt Verity, or Truth 
itſelf. J ſay, in an Oath, God is either ex- 
preſsly or implicitly to be call'd on as a 
Witneſs by him that ſweareth, for other- 
wiſe that Action is not an Oath; the For- 
4 {Wi nality and Eſſence whereof, conſiſts there- 
re in. And I addedi mplicitly, becauſe in 
n Oath it is not always neceſſary that 
e God ſhould be expreſsly nam'd, it be- 
us Ning enough that he is tacitly ſo; and 
Jo to ſwear by the Goſpel, which in 


D 


our Courts 1s perform'd by the Cere- 
ys — of Kiſſing the Book, is an Oath 
„ „ all Intents and Purpoſes; for tho? 


od is not nam'd expreſsly in that 
dcion, yet he is tacitly call'd upon, 
bis Truth being great, and appearing ſo 
0 us in the Gofpel, Now, that this 
\t is not in its own Nature ſinful, 
nd therefore unlawful, none that 
uns the Authority of the Old Teſta- 
ent can affirm ; inaſmuch as it was 
tot only permitted and diſpenſed with 
God, by Reaſon of the Infidelity of 
he Jews, as Divorces were upon flight 
ecaſions, by Reaſon of the * 
0 


» 


( "1 
of their Hearts; but moreover, is in'a 
great many Places, and upon ſeveri|, 
Occaſions expreſsly commanded them. 
So:Moſes, in the 6th of Deut. commands 
the Ct ildren of Iſrael to fear the Lord 
their God, to ſerve him, and ta ſwear hy 
bis Nume. And in the::2oth»Chap, ke 
repeats the ſame Precept almoſt in the 
very fame Words; Thou ſhalt, ſays. he, 
fear the Lord th God, him ſbalr tber 
ſerve, and to him ſbalt 'thou cleave, aid 
ſwear by bis Name. And the Pſalmik 
ſays,” that every one that ſtvenretb 
God as he ought, Gall have Glory; buſh 
the Mouth of them that: ſpeak 1, * 00 
ſvall be ſtopt. Nay, the CommandmeniWer 
in my Text, makes for the LawfulneWr 
of it ; for the Forbidding to take God 
Name in an Oath in Vain, implies t 
Lawfulneſs of it, when there! is any Nu. 
ceſſity for it. And as there are cleaWnd 
— for this Act in the Old Teſto 
ment, ſo there are great and illuſtrioMiing 
Examples too, not only of the Pati 
archs and Prophets, —— 5 
God himſelf, who therein ſo far col 
deſcends to Mens Capacities and Fri 
ties as to ſwear by himſelf; to aſſu » 

en of the Truth of his Promiles|þo 
22 if to take an Oath up to 

any Account bean unlawful Ad, Watt 
muſt be ſo, by Reaſon of ſome lat 
divine poſitiye Prohibitions; by Virt 
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of which, thoſe, former Precepts about 
this Matter are; repeal'd; and; revok d: 
And ſo they Who condemn | Swearing 
upon any Account, pretend they are 
by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, who had 
Power to- do it. By Chriſt, ſay they, 
in the 5th; of St. Matthew, in his Ser- 

non on the Mount, where he tells the 
Maltitude, chat it had been ſaid to tem 
fold Time, Thou ſbalt not forſwear thy 
elf, but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine, 
(ths. - But 1, ſay unto ou, Swear not 
all; neither by Heaven, for it.is God's 
Throne : Nor by the Earth, for. it is bis 
at. tool Neither by thy Head, for thou 
nt not make: one Hair white or black: 
r by Feruſalem, for it is the City of 
great King, But let your Communica- 
on be Tea, Tea Nay, nay < For what- 
ver is more than theſe, cometh. of Evil. 

nd St. James, in the 5th of his Epiſtle, 
morts his Brethren, that above. all 
linge, they, ſwear. not, neither by Hea- 
yn, neither; by Earth, neither by any o- 
er Oath 1 but let your Tea be Tea, and 


er ( | | 

co Nay, Nay, left you fall into Condem- 
Fra os. a M N em 
aſſuſ Nowy in order to the anſwering theſe 
aiſes o Texts, which ſeem ſo expreſs- 
upd to forbid all Manner of Oaths, we 


ut take Notice of two Things, which 
ll help us very much to come to 
5 e the 


—— —ñ— — — 
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the clear and true Underſtanding of 


theſe Prohibitions. The firſt is, That 


the Jews (which is a Sin too common 
in our Days) were of Opinion, that 
God, in the third Commandment, had 
only forbid them to ſwear what was 
falſe, and ſo that Perjury only, and not 
vain and idle Swearing was a Sin ; 
inſomuch that they thought they did 
God Honour by the Frequency of their 
Oaths ; ſo the Matter were true, 
tho' never ſo Trivial; The Confirma- 
tion thereof, by an Oath or Execration, 
was reckon'd an Act of divine Service, 
And to this Corruption and falſe Gloſs 
about the Law, they added another, 
which was, That to {wear by the Cres- 
tures was not an Oath at all; and there- 
fore, that if one did ſwear by them in 
Confirmation of a Falſhood, that ſuch 
an Act was but an Appendix to a Lye, 


but no Perjury. Upon which Account, 


the bleſſed Zefres, in the 23d of St. Matt, 
denounces a Woe againſt the Scribe 
and Phariſees for being blind Guides; 
for ſaying, Whoſoever ſhall ſwear by tht 
Temple, it is nothing , and whoſoever 


ſweareth by the Altar, it is nothing; but 


he that ſweareth by the Gold of the one, 
and the Gift of the other, be is a Debtor: 
Wherefore he informs them better, 


and tells them, that whoſo ſball 1 


(7) 
the Temple, ſweareth by it, and by bim 
* pelle 7— * he that " Sv 
ah by the Heavens, ſweareth the 
Throne of God, and him that fitteth 
thereon, Now our Saviour Chriſt, the 
Buſineſs of whoſe whole Life, and 
particularly in that Sermon of his on 
the Mount, was to reform the Lives 
and Manners of the Fews; and in or- 
der thereunto, rightly to inform them 
of their Duties, to make them under- 
ſtand the true Senſe and Meaning of 
God's Laws, and to acquaint them with 
the Depravations of the Phariſees, tells 
them firſt, that they muſt not ſwear at 
all; 1. e. after the vain and idle Man- 
ner which had obtain'd amongſt them; 
and that an Oath, when unneceſſary, 
s unlawful, notwithſtanding the Mat- 
ter which they would confirm thereby 
true; and therefore, in ſuch Caſes, 
here muſt be no more to aſſert a 
hing, but yea, no more to deny it but 
9, for whatſoever is more, is from Evil; 
0 that Chriſt, in the fore-cited Words, 
ud not make a new Law, but rightly 
nterpreted an old one: He did not 
orbid what Moſes had commanded, but 
tlain'd Moſes's Mind to the People; 
or his Buſineſs was to fulfil the Law, 
nd not to repeal it, to make the Word 
t God in the true and genuine Senſe 
thereof, 


CNY 
thereof, the Rule of Mens Lives, and 
not leave it as corrupted by human 
Traditions. And now for the Conftt- 
mation of the Truth of this Way of 
interpreting Chriſt's Words, we have 
the Practice of the Apoſtles, who bef 
underſtood,” and beſt obſerv'd Chriſt 
Mind of all others, who frequenth, 
when there is Occaſion, confirm neceſ 
ſary Truths by backing them with 
Oaths, which they would not certain) 
have done if Chriſt had expreſsly for- 
bid it. So St. Paul, in the firſt Chapter 
to the Romans, to aſſure them that he 
was not unmindful of them, talls Gul 
to witneſs, whom be ſerves, thot ' with 
out ceaſing, he made- Mention of then 
always in his Prayers: In which Words 
there is an expreſs and formal Out 
contain'd ; the very Eſſence and Being 
whereof conſiſts in calling God to wit 
neſs to a Thing, which here the hol 
Apoſtle did: And again in the firſt d 
the Corintbiant he calls God to 
cord, upon his Soul, that to ſpare 
them he came not unto; Corinth - And 
giving them a Catalogue of his Suff 
ings, and the Afflictions he had unde! 

one for the Goſpel in the Conclulid 
Herebf calls God and the Father of u 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to witneſs, that ibe 
be lyeth nor. But tho” it's true 0 


U 


4 


5 
e 
de müſt alt and live according to the 
Laws and not by great Examples, be- 
t. cauſe the beſt of Men are not without 
of MI their Failings; yet in this preſent Caſe, 
ve the Practice of the Apoſtles is equal to 
et divine Chinttand, being a ſure Prece- 
kent to an expreſs Law; for that St. 
ly, Pu, in evety Thing that he records 
ein his Epiſtles, was directed by the Holy 
ih hot. But if the Example of ſo great 
hn Apoſtle is hot ſufficient to ſatisfy All 
ol. people of the Lawfulneſs bf Chriſtians 
ter i king Qs after Chriſt's Aſcenſion; yer 
furely the Practice of an Angel, one eqh- 
firm'd in Glory, will abundantly doit: 
And Gad has riot left this Truth with- 
out ſuch Precedent: For, ſays St. Fobn, 
the Angel that ſtood, upan the Sea and 
the Earth, lifted up his Hand to Heaven, 
and fware by him that liveth for pver. and 
ever, that created Heaven and eber 
Thing therein ; the Earth, and ty 
Thing therein; the Sea, and every Thing 


\ 


therein, &c. that after ſuch à Space, Time 
ſhould be no more. „ 
But we have not only the Practice 
of the Angel and the Apoſtle to aſſute 
vs, that under the Goſpel, when there 
8 2 Neceſſity thereof, it is la vful to 
ake an Oath, but alſo the Apoftle's Appro- 
bation of others doing ſo in fuch a 
Cafe, - For, ſays he, in the 6th to 
C the 


6100 
the Hebrews, Men verily ſwear by the 
greater ; and an Oath is to them an , 
End of all Strife. Which, the Apoſtle" 
would not have ſaid, if His Maſter 
Chriſt had commanded that it ſhould 
not be ſo; neither would he have en. 
courag'd his Country- men to an unlav. 
ful Practice at preſent, by ſetting be- 
fore their Eyes an old divine Precedent; 
for ſays he, God willing more abundan- 
ly to ſhew unto the Heirs of the Proniſ, 
the Immutability of his Council, confirm 


it by an Oath. Now, if the conti th 
Opinion was true, he ſhould have ol 4 
them, that whereas, heretofore, an 05 


Oath put an End to Controverſies; 
now it was not lawful to take or re 
quire one upon that Score; and tho 
it was permitted them under the Dil 
penſation of the Law, yet that it wa 
forbidden them under the OEconony 
of the Goſpel. "ES 

And moreover, if we conſider the 
Nature of an Oath, taken as it ought 
to be, we ſhall find it to be an Ado 
divine Worſhip, and that God receivs 
very great Honour thereby: For therein 
Men make a Confeſſion of moſt of God 
chief Attributes; to wit, his Truth, 
Knowledge, and Power; his Truth, it 
calling him to teſtify, who is fupposd 
to be infallible, and under no Fr 

; 
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lity of telling a Lye ; his Knowledge, 
Al. u foppoſing him to be Own 
der and that nothing is hid from his all- 
oe ſeeing Eye; his Power, in believing 
e. that he will in and ſeverely 
puniſh all thoſe who ſhall mock and 

de.! beſpiſe him ſo far as to call him to 
bear Witneſs to an Untruth: And fo 
much for the Lawfulneſs of taking an 
(nth, 9 
come in the next Place to ſhew, 
that all Oaths muſt be taken with the 
greateſt Truth and Sincerity ; that tis 
z very grievous Sin to take a falſe 
0ath, or to break a true one. Now, 
to make the taking an Oath true and lam- 
ul, there muſt always be theſe three Cir- 
popes: as the Concomitants W 2 
. Truth, 2. Judgment, 3. JIuſtice. The 
ſant of the rt makes the Act of ta- 
king an Oath to be the Sin of Perjury ; 
he Want of the ſecond, the Sin of vain 
ind idle Swearing ; and the Want of 
of the third, the Sin of Uncharitable- 
nels: And that God makes theſe three 
ircumſtances neceſſary Conditions to 
he Lawfulneſs of an Oath, appears 
from the 4th Chap. of the Prophecy of 
he Prophet Feremiah, where the Lord 
tlls the Houſe of of re that if they 


i return, they muſt return unto him; 
md that if they will but put their Abo- 
bt C 2 . minations 


minatigus bi 8 ht. - the I 
not, 'be 3 1 0 
Lord require o of | 
imminent Deſtru ion?" 
the Lord liveth in Truth 


apd in Ri ee 4 405 77 oi mo 1 


5 themſelves. an 9 in bis ba 
„Which dre necellaryC nditions of 


a Tawful Oath, I come now ſeverally to 


contre; 5 an ee t ſpeak on- 
TH 


120, the chie Jr of 
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; Caſe: is three. - fold; 
TI be be NG ho which | | 
when. Matter 155 is torn | is con- 
ble to the Rezlity and Being of 

A s on the. contrary, 13 

dal 100 when What, js ſword 

t agreca ereunto, , The ſecond 

"2 oral. _ which is when the 

= that i 18 fworn is agreeable; unt 

the Mind of, bim that ſweareth it, and 
he is perſwaded in his Conſcience that 
it is ſo, and therefore. 3 Moral Fall 

hood, when e one ſwears a Thi ing that h 

thinks and knows not to be i true. And 
the third Truth, which ma y be call 

a, perfect Truth, being mage up of en 

both, is when what one {wears is 8 


only true in his Judgment, but mom 
bier 


( / 13 7 )- 

over, is ſo in itſelf ; and bath the Per- 
ſon ſwears. what he thinks, and what 
he thinks is true; ſo that the third Sort 
of Falſhood is When one neither ſwears 
what is true in itſelf, nor what he 
judges. to be ſo; As for Inſtance, if a 
Jew ſhould ſwear that Chriſt was the 
promiſed Meffab, and at the {a me Time, 
in his Heart, did not believe he was 
ſo ; in this Oath, there would be a Lo- 
gical Truth, tho“ not a Moral one, be- 
cauſe that what ſuch a Perſon has 
ſworn is conformable to the Truth in 
itſelf, there being; nothing more certain 
than that Chriſt is the true Metab, tho“ 
it is not agreeable to his Thoughts a- 
bout it. As likewiſe ſuppoſe any one 
ſhould take the Oath of Allegiance to 
King George, and; ſwear that he is the 
true and rightful Sovereign of theſe 
Kingdoms, and at the ſame Time be- 
lieve in his Heart that he is not ſo, 
(becauſe he has not the - Hereditary 
Right to em) there would be a Logical 

ruth; for that nothing is more cer- 
tain than that the ſupream and lawful 
'ower of theſe Realms has made him 
ing, and that therefore he is King; 
but yet it would not be a Moral Truth, 
but a direct Perjury, for that the Perſon _ 
wore contrary to his Mind and Judg- 

| ment : 


| ES) 7 £5 
ment: And as it is with Truth in this 
Particular, fo it is with Falſhood too: 
As for Inſtance, Suppoſe one ſhould 
{wear that ſuch a Perſon robb'd hin 
that did not, he firmly believing he 
did, in this Teſtimony there would be x 
Logical Falſhood, but Moral Truth. 

Now, that one in ſwearing what he 
believes, and is perſwaded to be true, 
but is really and in its own Nature 
falſe, may be excuſable as to the Sin 
of it, theſe three Things are neceſſary, 

Firſt, That he uſed all poſſible Dili 
gence to be rightly inform'd of the 
Matter, and the Truth of the Thing 
that he ſwore ;, for not a negligent ! 
norance, much leſs an affected one will 1 
excuſe in this Caſe : For an Oath is 
moſt ſacred Thing, and it highly con 
cerns Men to ſee that they do not pro 
voke God to Wrath againſt their Souls 
by calling him to bear Teſtimony to 
Lye. | 
Hare ye this, O Houſe of Jacob, wbiꝗ 


. 


are called by the Name of Iſrael, fl 
Iſaiah, Chap. xlviii. 1, which ſwear | 
the Name 7 the Lord, and make Mention 
of the God of Iſrael, but not in Truth an” 
Righteouſneſs. And K. Solomon, in his 1 
markable Prayer at the Dedication oft 
LIemple, prays for God's Vengeance . 

real 


IVY 
Breakers of an Oath. 1 Kings, Chap. viii. 
21, 32. For if the wiſe Man commands us 
to prepare ourſelves before we pray, and 
not to be as they that tempt the Lord, 
how much more Reaſon have we right- 
ly te inſtru ourſelves before we ſwear, 
ind not to tempt the Lord as much as 
in us lies to vouch a Falſhood, but let 
us think upon the Wrath that ſhall be 
the End, and the Time of Vengeance, 
then God ſhall turn away his Face: 
Then it will not be a ſufficient Excuſe 
w ſay, that I judged the Thing to be true 
pen I ſwore it, fince if thou had'ſt 
done thy Duty in a diligent Search, 
hou might'ſt have known it to have 
deen otherwiſe : All Ignorance whatſo- 
er being culpable, if it is not invin- 
ble ; but ſuch Ignorance is excuſable 
itſelf, being no Ways voluntary, and 
terefore excuſeth all Actions that pro- 
ed from it. | 
But, Secondly, We muſt not be in the 
alt Doubt of the Thing we confirm 
ith an Oath ; for if we depoſe a 
ling as certainly and undoubtedly 
le, which we are uncertain of, we 
ereby expoſe our Souls to very great 
Winger, and run a great Hazard in Sin- 
Ig, which all the Riches and Ho- 
urs in the World ought not 1 2 
u — 
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No, as under theſe Circumſtance, 


' ſufficient to tempt one to do: For whut 
will it profit a Man to gain the whil, 
World, and at laſt off his own Soul, © © 

And, Thirdly, We muſt take Cute, 
that tho' we do believe what we ſwear 
to be true, yet, that we were not ready 
and prepar'd to have ſworn it, tho' ue 
had knowr it to be otherwiſe. 


a Man is guiltleſs of Moral Perjyry 
who {wears what is in itſelf falſe, hy 
Reaſon of his full and hearty Perſwafion 
of it's being true; ſo in all Cafes, he thit 
thinks the Thing to be falſe, which he 
ſwears, notwithſtanding, beſides his Ei 

Ration, it happens to be true, yet high 
1s no leſs a perjur'd Man than if Cor 
Matter were really 'falſe ; for in th io 
Caſe the Will goes for the Deed .; and 
ſuch a one does as much Violence to Hent. 
own Conſcience, and offers as great aWnd 

Affront to the divine Majeſty as if Went 
were really ſo; being ſo profane as Molut! 
ſwear what his Conſcience dictates tf ord 
him to be falſe; ſo impudently pen“ 
profligately Wicked, as to call God rior 
be witneſs to a Lye, than which, is IM But 

poſſible to put a greater Affront up 
the divine Majeſty? Can the Devil h mp. 

ſelf contrive to do any Thing that e 1: 
fleas ſo much upon his Honour ? wh 

uv 
Ar 
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with ſo much Reaſon did Moſes 
repeat this Command in the 19th of 
Levit. Saying, Te ſhall not ſwear by my 
Name falfly, neither ſhalt thou or the 
Name of thy God : I am the Lord. : 
And now, having ſpoken thus much to 
the firſt and principal Condition - re- 
quir'd to make an Oath lawful, I have 
only one Thing more to add before I 
diſmiſs this Particular, which is, that 
it is not enough to make a legal and ju- 
dicial Oath true, and the Perſon that 
takes it guiltleſs of Perjury ; that 
what he ſwears is agreeable to his own 
Mind and preſent Thoughts about that 


| 
Matter; but he ought, and is bound in 
Conſcience to ſwear, I own, to the Que- 


lion put to him, according to the true 
ind genuine Senſe thereof, and the In- 
ention of him that adminiſtreth it; 
nd that therefore all Equivocations and 
ental Reſervations in this Caſe are ab- 
olutely unlawful; and are not only finer 
ords for Perjury, but ſo many Gaps 
den' d to elude Juſtice, and for guilty 
ferlons to evade the Sentence of the Law. 
But it ſeems this Notion proceeds 
eh from Ignorance; and there is a 
mpany of Men can teach us how we 
ay lawfully, and with a ſafe Conſci- 
ice uſe the Help and Aſſiſtance of this 
Juvocation and mental Reſervation : 


D For, 
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For, ſay they, in a Caſe of Neceſſity, 
where Life or Eſtate is concern'd, a Mar 
may ſwear according to his own Mind 
and Thoughts, and is not bound to re. 
gard the Intention of the Judge; and 
an Oath agrees with his own Meaning of 
the Words, let him put what private 
Senſe and Conſtru tion he pleaſes upon 
them, it is no Matter whethe it does 
with other Men's or no. 

But now, of how ill Conſequence this 
Doctrine of ſecret .Reſervation is to 
whole States and Kingdoms, diſſolving 
the Tie of Oaths of Allegiance upon 
Subjects to their King, as well as that 
of Fidelity from the King to the People! 
How ſcandalous both to Morality and 
Chriſtianity > How contrary to the NM 
ture and Deſign of an Oath, and bo“ 
it defeats and diſappoints the End 4: 
thereof? That it tends to the making © 
Courts of Judicature to be nothing ele hi 
but uſeleſs Stages, or Benches of Forme lit 
lity and Pageantry, and Mens Meeting de 
there to be for no other Purpoſe th gu 
to deceive Men and mock God : I 
that theſe and 2 great many more ba th 
Conſequences would . follow 1! 
if Men were once perſwaded of i tet 
Allowableneſs of ſuch a Liberty, "WM " 
too evident to be prov'd or inſiſted vp 
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For if Men do but once believe, that 
in Caſe of extream Neceſſity it is la wful 
for them to proceed thus, they will al- 
ſo think that they themſelves are the 
bet Judges when they are in ſuch Con- 
dition, and when their Circumſtances 
ire ſuch as to require it. And if Mat- 
ters were brought to this Paſs once, fare- 
wel Laws, farewel Government, fare- 
wel Juſtice, | | 
But however it is now, I am ſure 
Foſbua was of another Mind, when, as 
1 Magiſtrate, he laid it Home to Achan's 
Conſcience, and adjur'd him to tell the 
whole Truth. My Son, ſays he, give, I 
pray thee, Glory tu the Lord God of Iſrael, 
and make Confeſſion unto him: In his 
Name I command thee to tell me what thou 
haſt done, hide it not fron me. Now if 
Achan had been rightly inſtructed, how 
eaſy a Matter would it have been for 
him to have made a true Confeſhon 
little to Joſoua's Satisfaction, and to have 
deny'd his Theft without either being 
guilty of Perjury or ſo much as telling 
aLye: For he might have told him 
that he had not ſtol'n any accurſed 
Thing, nor had meddled with the in- 
terdicted Spoils of the Enemy; that is, 
with an Intention of telling him what 
he had done, or with a Defign of being 
ſton'd for it with his whoſe Family; 
D 2 but 
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but Achan was not ſo good a Caſuiſt 2x 
to underſtand ſo much; nor did he think 
of this eaſy and lawful Way of prefer- 
ving both himſelf and, Family, but with- 
out more ado, anſwer'd, and ſaid, in. 
deed I have ſinned againſt the Lord God; 
and thus and thus I have done. 
- And now that Achan was in great 
Neceſſity, and had as great a Tempts— 
tion to have equivocated as it is poſſible 
for any Man to have, does not only ap- 
pear from the Execution of the Sen- 
tence after his Confeſſion, but alſo from n 
the Denunciation of the Puniſhment Mt! 
that ſhould be inflicted upon the Perſon n 
with whom the ſtol'n Goods ſhould be WM bi 
found before-hand. For, ſays the Lord, MH 
whoever is taken with this accurſed Thing, is 
ſhall be burnt with it, and all that le Iv 
| hath, becauſe be hath tranſgreſſed the CMP; 
, venant of the Lord, and wrought Folly in Wt. 
Iſrael... Of how great Uſe would this ne 
Expedient have prov'd to the Primitive Nou 
Chriſtians in the Time of Perſecution? Myr 
how Serviceable to the Security of their 
Lives, tho' not to the Credit of ther 
Profeſſion? for if they did not knov 
that in ſuch a Caſe Equivocations and 
Mental Reſervations were lawful, or if 
they did:'underſtand ſo much, but did 
not know; how to practiſe it, they were 
zaccording to this Opinion, ſtrangel) 
197 7 igno⸗ 
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ignorant; and on the other Side, if 
they did rightly and thoroughly under- 
ſtand it, but would not practiſe it; they 
threw away their Lives, and fell a Sa- 
crifice to their 6wn Folly ; it was their 
Superſtition, and not their Religion, that 
brought them to Stake ; and: they were 
Self-murderers, and not Martyrs : For 
ſuch are all that do not make Uſe of 
all lawful Means to preſerve their 
Lives. 9 

But they had not ſo learned Chriſt, 
nor did they think it lawful to commit 
the leaſt Sin to avoid the greateſt Pu- 
niſhinent : They thought themſelves 
bound in Conſcience to anſwer the 
Heathen Judges directly when they 
asked them the Queſtion, Whether they 
were Chriſtians or no? and, with St. 
Paul, thought it not lawful to do Evil 
that Good might come thereof; but re- 
membred the. comfortable Words of 
our Saviour, to wit, That he that findeth 
pre ſerveth his Life after ſuch a Manner, 
ball loſe it; and he that loſeth his Life 
rather than do any ſuch Thing, ſhall find 


it, 


And now having gone thro' the firſt 
ondition neceſſarily requir'd to make an 
Vath lawful, to wit, that of Truth, 
| proceed not to the ſecond at pre- 
ent, but ſhall only obſerve to you = 

ö this 
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this Sin of Perjury is a Crime in its own 
Nature ſo offenſive to God, and ſo in- 
jurious to the divine Majeſty, that he 
will not ſo much as ſpare thoſe who 
ſwear faſly by Idols, neither will he let 
them go unpuniſh'd who ſwear falſy 
by Stocks and Stones, ſuppoſing them 
to be Gods, For, ſays the Author 
of the Book of Wiſdom, IAolatert, 
though they truſt in their Idols, which 
have no Life, tho' they ſwear falſly, yt 
they think they ſhall not be hurt; howbeit 
for both Cauſes ſhall they be Juſily puniſh 
ed, both becanſe they thought not wel 
of God, giving Heed unto Idols; ani 
alſo becauſe they ſwear in Deceit, de. b. 
ſpiſing Holineſs, not that it is in the MM th 
Power of thoſe by whom they ſwer d 
to puniſh them, but it is the juſt Ven. 
geance of God upon Sinners, who vil 
not let the Offence of the Wicked g 
without its Deſert. Thus Thucidide 
relates, that when Alcihiades had bro 
ken his Oith with the Men of Del, 
he never, after that, ſucceeded in any 
of his Enterprises: And later Hiſtories 
are full of Inſtances of the ſame Kind. 
And if God will not ſpare thoſe who 
ſwear falſly by Idols, believing them 9 
be Gods, by whom to ſwear in Truti 
upon any Occaſion is a Sin; how mud 
greater Damnation ſhall he be Ken an 
meow wort! 
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worthy of, who ſwears ſo by that God 
himſelf who created Heaven and Earth? 
is it not for one that does this to 
open his Mouth againſt Heaven, and 
ae bad as bid Defiance to the Almighty ? 
s it poſſible to provoke the divine Ho- 
lineſs more to Wrath by any Action, 
than to do what in thee lies to make 
him Partner and Partaker of thy Sin? 
And in thy greateſt Wickedneſs to make 
28 1 he would be ſuch a one as thy 
ſelf. 

For ſure, one that takes a falſe Oath, 
muſt either with the Fool in the Pſalm, 
ſay, there is no God, which is moſt pro- 
bable; or elſe with the Epicurean, that 
there 1s no Providence, and that God 
does not regard what is done among the 
Children of Men; or elſe his Heart 
muſt be harder than the Rock, his 
Forehead than the Adamant, that he 
does not expect that the Earth, not be- 
Ing able to bear ſo wicked a Wretch, 
ould ſwallow him up, and he go down 
ou into Hell, or that a Thunderbolt 

ould ſtop his Breath, that dares call 
God, the Searcher of Hearts, for a Wit- 
neſs to the Truth of thoſe Words which 
agree not with that which he that 
ſwears has hid in his Heart. 

Put tho' it's true, that Sentence againſt 
an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, 

- ut 


| (24% 


but men live, and perhaps proſper up- 
on the Earth after ach 4 Commiſo 
et the Time is at Hand when Venge. 
ance ſhall overtake ſuch, and tho' Hand 
join in Hand, they ſhall not go unpy- 
niſh'd : For, ſays the Lord, in the 5th of 
Zechariah, a Curſe ſhall enter into the Houſe 
of the Thief, and of bim that ſwear 
falſly by my Name It ſhall remain in thy 
Midſt of his Houſe, and ſoall conſume it 
with the very Timber and Stones theres 
For what ſhall ſuch Men do in the D 
of Viſitation, and whither ſhall the 
flee when their Deſolation cometh, wh( 
have procur'd Unrighteouſneſs by Perjur 
who tho they ſay the Lord liveth, yet ſure 
ſwear falſly. Jer. v. 2. 
Shall not the Lord viſit for theſe Thing 
and ſhall not his Soul be auenged on ſui 
Perſons ? Shall not he laugh at their Cl 
lamity, and mock when their Fear comet! 
when their Fear cometh as Deſolation, « 
their DeſiruFion as a Whirl-wind ? 
And now in the Cloſe of this Di 
courſe, let me obſerve to you, that Wii 
this Sin of Perjury is fo great and he 
nous a' Crime in all other Inſtances, 
alſo is it in that of our Allegiance 2 
Abjuration Oaths : And therefore tl 
Spirit of God, ſays by the wiſe Man, E 
viii. 1, 2, 3, Who is as the wiſe Manor 
And who knoweth the W ud | 
7 * 
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Thing * A Man's Wiſdom miketh his Face 


p- ine, and the Boldneſs of bis Face ſpall 


on, ts changed. I counſel thee to keep the 
ge. Lag lawful Command, and that in Re- 
nd gend of the Oath of God. And if we 


vow this Vow unto the Lord, and ſwear 
this Oath: to bind our Souls with this Bond, 
lt us not break our Word, but do accord- 
mg to all that proteedeth'out of our Mouths« 


nore ſober and virtuous Heathens pra- 
dis d it. Thus we read in Livy of thoſe 


(aths, tho' the Tribunes preſs'd the 
Advantage of their breaking them in 
he moſt engaging Terms, even thoſe of 
having a Law paſsd in Favour o 


my the Obligation of miſtaken Oaths 
Wor 3-Days, yet no Pretender, nor Pope; 
„ (or Prieſt, can abſolve that Man from 
e Guilt of Perjury, whe knowingly 
Dien wittingly takes the Oath of Alle- 
hat Whnce to one as his Prince, which he 
d be his Conſcience thinks not to be 
ces, Ws rightful Prince, or ſo much as 
de 10dts whether he is or no. 16 
re xe take it for granted then, that all thoſe 
n, Eo took the Oaths to King George,ſwore 
Movieording to their own Mind, and ae- 
ay | E cording 
T bing 


Which is ſo natural a Duty, that the 
Soldiers which had taken the Military. 
heir Liberty; yet they would not be. 


xrſwaded to break their Oaths once ta- 
en. And however Caſuiſts may conſtrue. 
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rity that can be given to a Nation's 
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cording to the Intention of him that 
adminiſtred the Oath. It remains on- 
ly that we imitate thoſe ſimple honeſt 
Heathens, who knew not any other Way 
of: anſwering the Obligation of their 


| 

Oaths once taken, than by keeping 

them, before Caſuiſts had interpreted ! 

away a plain Senſe of Things, and a i ' 

downright Regard to Religion. Nondun Ill © 

enim, ſays "the Author, ea que nunc te-. f 

net ſeculum negligentia Deum venerat, nc . 

inter pretando ſibi quifq; jusjurandum 6 4 

leges aptas facitbat, 'ſed ſuos potius mores Wl © 

ad ea accommodabat. For that Neglicen! fl " 

of Religion, which reigns in this Age, wa i, 
not then practis d; nor did every one, by 8 

piitting his own' Interpretation upon an Oath, At 
and the Laws, make them ferve his Tum, Mer 

but rather order d his Behaviour according 8 


to them. | 
The Truth on't is, the greateſt Secu- 


Quiet, is an Oath; the only Chain on 
Earth, beſides Love, to tie the Conſci- 
ences of Men nd human Society toge- 
ther, 'which ſhould it not hold us, all 
the Frame of Government and Order 
muſt needs fall quite aſunde. 
Which Conſidèration fhould make it 
the Intereſt of all Governors to encou- 
rage thoſe of, Fidelity to that Side 
which they have vow'd and ſ w_ 
VN OTOY 5 1 
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; And as tis obſerv'd of Julius Ceſar; 
and other wife and fucceſsful Heroes, 
that they never would truſt, but very 
0 often puniſh even thoſe that came over 
ss their Side, if guilty: of - Breach of 
* Ml Fidelity to their: own Maſters, and re- 
a I ward thoſe of the adverſe Party if they 
© contina'd faithful to them, tho' in Di- 
„ ſtreſs; ſo it would well become all 
& Jo applaud and encourage Men of Senſe 
4 and 2 and Fidelity to their 
„ Oaths, let them be of what Party they 
vill. [EN : 211 139707! e 


1; But methinks there is no Room for 
h Suſpicion, that Men of any Integrity 
th, Dat all ſhould take Oaths which they 
ever deſign to break, it being ſo black 
and heinous 2 Sin; but that they will 
elteem it as it ought, to be an End of 

all StriſGee. Xt 
We ſhould then no longer fee his 


8 ſacred Ma jeſty King George ſo unjuſtly 
ej. lander'd by his per jur'd Subjects; which 


is the Way not only to undermine, but 
o ruffle and ſower any Governor upon 
arth, Regum ducumq; clementia non in 
ſorum modo qui regunt, ſed etiam eorum- 
put parent ingeniis ſita eſt; obſequio miti- 
Fantur imperia, ſays Curtius. The Clt- 
mency of Kings does not depend only on the 
iſpoſution of thoſe who govern, but alſo 
n the Tempers of thoſe who obey, Govern- 
2 | ments 


_ ſevere upon his Subjects by their unruly 
'Tumults and Rebellions, under the be 


Subjects have loſt their due Reverence 


T&D) 
ments are made mild by Obedierite: The 
mildeſt Prince may be provok'd: to be 


and mildeſt of Governments: :- When 


for the Prince, and all Order of Go- 
vernment is confounded, there is Need 
of violent Means to repel Violence. 
But what Sort of Men muſt thoſe be, 
who can thus ſeditioufly go to diſturb 
our Conſtitution, diſcompoſe its Peace, 
and ſubvert its Laws: Nay, What Sort 
of Chriſtians muſt thoſe be who can be 
ſuch perjur'd Traytors to the Good of 
their Country and the beſt of Govern- 
ments? Where is that Religion and 
Loyalty this Nation has been ſo famous 
for Twas a noble and juſt Reflexion 
which Arrian made on thoſe who would l 
traduce the Actions of Alexander the MI j. 
Great. Let him conſider, ſays he, who a 
ever he be, and in whatever State, whon v 
he is that he accuſes, how great, and u tk 
what a Pitch of human Fortune, Fame, an ni 
Greatneſs he is arriv'd, and in what 4 bi 
Scene of Affairs he is converſant, and a 
the ſame Time how little he himſelf i. 
and in what Af airs, of bow ſmall Concer, 
be is engag d, and yet neither does be de. 
quit himſelf, with that Decorum that be 
eugbt. But no Wonder that all, eu 
Vlle 
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wifeſt and juſteſt Princes have ſome Subs 
jects offended at their Government; for 
God himſelf has many always grumb- 
ling and repining at his Providence: 
But, Is it. fit to ſay to a King, Thou art 
wicked ? or to Princes, Te are Unpodly, ſays 
Fob xxxiv. 18. When pits 26 Was re- 
ceiv'd in Triumph at Rome after the 
Victory of Sextus, one of the firſt Things 
the Senate decreed was, that no oneſhould 
reproach or injure him either in Word or 
Deed, wile I wile ew 71 e, ſays Dion. 
Caſſius. But I need no more relate your 
Duty in this Particular, than the Obli- 
ation your Oaths lay upon you to pra- 
iſe it; you all duly underſtand how 
to be good Subjects, and have a juſt 
Senſe of that Happineſs' which would 
of courſe attend this Nation, when Ru- 
lers do not Lord it over their Sub- 
jets with a high Hand, but being put 
as it were in a high Watch-Tower, 
watch over them for their Good; and 
the Subjects, on the other Hand, do 
not endeavour to thwart and puzzle, 
but modeſtly and carefully, and conſci- 
enciouſly, and agreeably to their Oaths, 
execute and obey their Counſels : Nor 
let any one imagine that Kings are de- 
lign'd to be the Peoples Slaves, nor be 
willing to uſe them as ſuch ; for as 
Men are want to make their * la- 
our 
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bour and toil for Food, and other Con- 
veniencies for their Maſters, without re- 
ceiving any Good from them, ſo theſe 
would have Kings and Governors, with 
all the Care and Prudence of Manage: 
ment, conſult their Advantage, but ne- 
ver reap the leaſt Pleaſure or Comfort in M' 
the due Subjection and grateful Obedi- | 
ence of thoſe whom thay govern. But 
ſuch may conſider, ther the Happiness 
of the People is dependent on the Good- 
neſs of the Prince; and that the Good- 
meſs of the Prince is occafion'd by the 
Obedience of the People. 

Nor ſhould we, hilft we are ſe 
much contending for tlie Authority of 
the Church, forget the juſt and lawful 
Authority of the State too, whoſe Rus 
lers will never be a Tertor to the Good, 
that obey the Laws, but only to the 
Evil, that break them. Wil thou then nt 
be afraid of the Power? do that which i 
good, and thou ſbalt have Praiſe of th! 

ſame : But if thou do that which is Evil 
become a perjur'd Fraytor to the Laws 
of thy Country, thou haſt Reaſon to be 
amid, not only of the Juſtice of thoſe 
Laws, but of the Wrath of that God 
himſelf, who will not hold him Guiſileſs 
that thus taketh his Name in vain, 

Let us then in the Words of a worth) 
Prelate, ac as: becomes thoſe who havs 


Ziue | 
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tiven the King all the Security the Laws 


n- - 

"" Wl require, by frequently repeated Oaths ; and 
0 10 is, to de what theſe Oaths naturally 
ire; for as our Prayers to God for any 


Thing we want, ſuppoſe our Beſt Endea- 
55 — going with — 2 Aal ſo muſt 
in Wi Oathy be accompany d by ſich a Mea- 
1: Wir: and Degree of Adivity to the ſuing 
ien, as is ſuitable and proper to the Office, 
Place, and Station we bear in the Common- 
wealth, that ſo not only we ourſelves may 
e, but render ethers likewiſe good Eng- 
men, good Proteſtants, and faithful 
bes to the King, according to the Laws 
God and of the Land, and the more 
enn Obligation of our-Oaths : Then ſhall 
e ſee all Injuries repreſs'd by the 
holeſome Guard of Laws, Violence, 
Wutal' Violence and Outrage ſtopt, and 
Wi: ſweet Advantage of a well-go- 
id Peace, happy Power ſuſtain'd by 
woleſome Laws: Ye all know, that 
Je beſt Meang, to. have Laws obſerv'd, 
o have them fieſt enacted in the Con- 
ences of Men, and that makes the 
niſters able to be the beſt Preſervers 
Leace to any Society, whilſt they can 
us impreſs Obedience home upon the 
Haſcience, for all other external Coer- 
ins can go no farther than to reſtrain 
WM outward Acts of Miſchief and Re- 
ion. But the preſſing Obedience 
| home 
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home upon the Conſcience, - reforms 
the Heart within, and removes all bank 
evil Inclinations from whence all 
tious Tumults and Rebellions flow: 5 
ſo doing, ye will do your Duty to Ge 
be uſeful Subjects to the King, 

by theſe Labours earn thoſe temporal 
Nen *. ſy from both. aun 


